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Kickoff 

     On Saturday January third, The 
Gongoliers (Team 5112), participated 
alongside AIRStrike (Team 78) in the 
FRC Kickoff at Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center (NUWC) in Newport. 
The teams viewed a live broadcast of 
this year’s competition.  Students were 
then divided into groups and assigned 
research tasks. Team members then 
presented on their findings to make 
sure that everyone had an 
understanding of the rule book. We 
wish Team 78 good luck in their season 
and we extend our thanks to the 
personnel at the NUWC for allowing us 
to be there for Kickoff. 
                                                                                                       
     The team at our own facilities at                           
Ponaganset High School are to 
determine the Key Performance 
Parameters (KPP) for our robot and the 
general requirements.  These items will 
drive the decisions for the robot for the 
rest of the season.                                                        

Notes from Our Directors 

 The Gongoliers are divided into various groups to reflect a corporate structure.  We will feature notes from groups each week. 

Director of Design 

The Design Group is working on implementing the Key Performance Parameters 

(KPP) and requirements into the design of the robot chassis.  They will be using 

Autodesk Inventor Pro to design the parts.  They will also be hard at work fine tuning 

our new mecanum wheels! 
 

Director of Programming and Controls 

Programming and Controls have programmed multiple controllers for driving the 

robot; drivers for the robot will be trained shortly.  However, the programs for 

autonomous mode are still in the works.  Any necessary software for the controllers has 

been installed.  The electronics package, the RoboRIO and the new control system are 

prepared. 

Airstrike and the Gongoliers at Kickoff 2015. 



 

 

 
 

Director of Finance 

The Finance Department has created letters that are being sent to possible 

sponsors, as well as thank you letters to current sponsors. On top of this, Finance has 

begun to budget our funding in order to allow a Bill of Materials (BOM) to be created. 

  

Director of Media and Public Relations 

          Media and Public Relations has, in the few weeks before Kickoff, created our 

team t-shirts for Kickoff.  They are also hard at work designing a new version for 

competition season.  Designs for our team flag and team banner are currently being 

proposed, as well as updates to our website; which is operational.   Our website does 

include a blog, links to our Twitter and Facebook. Our website can be found at 

http://www.thegongoliers.com/. 
 

Coming Soon: The Department of Community Outreach! 

 

How we Created out name 

 

          Many have asked how we created our team name, The Gongoliers, and what it 

means. The name was proposed during the first few weeks of our rookie year in 2013. 

The name is a play on words, mainly a combination of Mr. Gongoleski’s name and Mr. 

Coffey’s part time profession as a gondolier. Both Mr. Gongoleski and Mr. Coffey 

enjoyed the joke, so the name was put onto a ballot with several other ideas.  It was a 

unanimous decision that team 5112’s name would be The Gongoliers. We have been 

proud to call ourselves Gongoliers and hope to live up to the expectations of our 

mentors.            

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

“The zeal of this year’s group will certainly make for an interesting season.” 
Mr. Coffey: Gondolier, Mentor. 

http://www.thegongoliers.com/

